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	Myth 1
From Our Community
	Vocabulary is covered sufficiently in ESL/EFL books, and that’s enough.

	To the Author
	You can put in one vocabulary exercise if you want.  It’s not a big deal either way.


1. Vocabulary is not dealt with very much in ELT materials.  (Similar treatment to pronunciation.)

2. Research shows that learners do not just pick up large amounts of words from limited (reading) exposure.

3. ELLs complain in exit surveys about the need for MORE vocabulary.

4. Folse, K. (2004).  Vocabulary Myths:  Applying Second Language Research to Classroom Teaching (University of Michigan Press). 

	Myth 2
From Our Community
	Vocabulary is covered sufficiently in ESL/EFL books (and classes), especially in reading books (and classes).

	To the Author
	If you have a reading book, be sure to do an exercise for the vocabulary.  A grammar book or composition book does not need a vocabulary exercise


1. From a study of fifty hours of five subjects of two groups of students in an adult intensive English program at my university in 2004:  cited in Vocabulary Myths.

2. Teachers assume that the reading teacher is the one responsible for L2 vocabulary, but it actually depends on the teacher, not the course.

3. When students ask questions in class--regardless of the class, the question is almost always about vocabulary.  (Yes, even in the grammar class, students ask about vocabulary, not grammar!)

	Myth 3
From Our Community
	Vocabulary should come from one of “THE lists,” especially the Academic Word List.

	To the Author
	The list you use is more important than the (original) objective of your manuscript.


1. AWL is a great list, but a large percentage of its words are cognates for Spanish speakers, so this list may not be so suitable for the US ESL population.  (How about more focus on the AWL words that are NOT Latin-based first?)

2. The General Service List (GSL) has 2000 most common words -- and many of them are polysemous, so we should spend time on these multiple meanings.

	Myth 4
From Our Community
	For vocabulary retention/learning, deeper exercises are better than shallow exercises.

	To the Author
	Avoid superficial exercises such as T/F, MC, or gap filling.


1. What is a deeper exercise?  How do you know?  

2. It’s not the exercise; it’s the number of (forced) retrievals (Folse, 2006).

	Myth 5
From Our Community
	At lower levels, some vocab work is good; at upper levels, students should become independent learners of vocab.

	To the Author
	Upper int and adv books should teach vocabulary strategies, not lots of words.


1. Who said this?  Why should a certain proficiency level be equated with less vocabulary learning/teaching?  

2. Students at all levels say they want explicit help with key vocabulary (Folse, 2004).

3. Yes, there are so many words that they can’t all be taught directly to students.  Yes, students need to take responsibility.  No, there is no evidence to show that we as teachers or as writers should begin to teach vocabulary less (than in earlier levels).

	Myth 6
From Our Community
	There is an optimal number  of words that should be introduced to ELLs at any one time OR The optimal number is 10 (or 7 or some small number).

	To the Author
	If you highlight words, choose just 10 or 12.


1. Who said this?  Where did this magic number come from? (See discussion in Vocabulary Myths.) 

2. Students expect us as teachers (and authors) to teach them vocabulary.  Learners expect to learn.  Yes, student ARE ultimately responsible for their own vocabulary learning, but how did this get translated into our teaching them only a small, finite number of words, e.g., 7 or 10?

3. It’s about number of MENTAL RETRIEVALS, not number of words.  
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